Ancient Adventures with Atilla
The older I get, the more I love adventures into our worldwide culture. For me, the geology and built world in natural stone is a common thread that ties together the centuries of human existence.  
In November 2021, my travels took me to Turkey for the first time. It was a short, one-week trip mainly visiting quarries and factories with my Turkish inspector Atilla. As I usually do on business trips, I like to take at least an extra day for adventuring through the centuries.
I knew Atilla’s home was Denizli, Turkey. Before coming, I had Googled Denizli and found a World Heritage site next to travertine ponds located just on the outskirts of the town. When we arrived, he invited me for tea with his beautiful family and a wonderful lunch of oven-roasted lamb. Afterward, we made the very important stop at the Haci Serif pastry shop in the market, for a taste of incredible Turkish delights.
We loaded up for our excursion to the Pamukkale – Hierapolis complex. Pamukkale means Cotton Castle in Turkish, and it is an unbelievable natural site that is a living laboratory of the formation of travertine, one of the oldest building materials of many empires. It is named the Cotton Castle because of the layered formations of the carbonate mineral deposits brought to the surface by thermal spring water.  
For those of you who study ancient empires, you know that the location of thermal springs was often the inspiration for building towns and cities and especially spas, “hospitals,” and baths. The Greeks, Romans, and Turks understood the benefits of thermal springs and travertine deposits. Not only did they provide a source of geothermically heated water rich with minerals, but they also provided a resulting wealth of travertine nearby to build cities, roads, and amphitheaters.  
We first walked down to the travertine pools and Atilla’s young son Kuze Efe was my guide in showing me where to step and navigate the natural mineral pools. I know I was there, but it still seems like a dream. It’s one of the most amazing natural sites I have ever experienced, and it was the first time I waded in a natural “production line” of travertine, a material that has enrichened our international built environment.
As we walked toward the Hieropolis site, we walked past the Archeological Museum which I’ll have to save for my next visit but got to peek into the “modern” spa. This is a spa that anyone can visit to have a thermal bath experience just like the Greeks and Romans and even perhaps Cleopatra. The main pool in the spa is called Cleopatra’s pool. Marc Anthony is said to have had the pool and pool house built for Cleopatra and it is known as his most famous gift to her. In later centuries, the pool house fell during an earthquake, but you can still swim among the columns and stone elements from the structure that remain at the bottom of the pool.
The sun started to set on my day in Denizli. but we just made it inside the Amphitheatre at Hieropolis, a Greek settlement from the 2nd century BC before they closed the gates for the day. Hieropolis was known as a healing center where doctors would use the thermal waters as treatment for their patients. After the earthquake, the Romans built the Amphitheater under the Roman emperor Hadrian. The modern restoration work that was started in 1977 has restored many of the arches and some of the stage floor creating one of the best-preserved amphitheaters I’ve ever visited.
As we were walking out, I read archeologists had discovered the tomb of St. Philip who spent his last days here and was martyred in Hieropolis. My father’s name was Philip, my son’s name is Philip, and I knew this place was destined to become one of my favorite places on earth. As I share these pictures, I can’t help but look forward to returning for more adventures with Atilla and to discover more of what Turkey has to offer. Like the formation of travertine itself, this country is layered in history. 

-Vince Marazita
Stone Trends International


Photos:  Stone Trends International
