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Located in the Maroon Creek subdivision of Aspen, Colorado, the Willow Court home was built with intention. The 7,700-square-foot residence is a spectacular and dramatic nod to natural stone and stone masonry and constructed with the environment in mind.

With a population just shy of 7,500, Aspen is nestled in the heart of the White River National Forest, surrounded by the peaks of the Elk Mountains and welcomes more than 1.5 million visitors annually as it is a popular ski destination. 

When the homeowner wanted to build a new home in this area, he reached out to Gallegos Corporation, a Vail, Colorado-based company primarily serving the Aspen and Denver communities. “We're a specialty trade contractor focusing on the wet trowel trades,” says Dave Little, chief business development officer of Gallegos. Their craftsmen work with natural stone, masonry, stucco, plaster, concrete, marble, and granite.

Having worked with Gallegos in the past, the homeowner knew the company had a fabrication facility and the capabilities of sourcing materials that would fit his requests. For his second home, he wanted natural stone to take on a starring role. Stone would not just be an accent material, but the main visual and perceived structural element to create a timeless architectural composition. The homeowner also asked that all natural stone veneers and dimension stone be locally sourced and sustainably quarried. 1. Willow Court _Exterior 6.jpg

With this request in mind, all the natural stone sourced within the United States came within a 150-200-mile radius of the residence from quarries in Telluride, Denver, and Marble, Colorado. Other natural stone used throughout the residence came from reclaimed sources in Europe. 

A Stunning Exterior & Interior
As one drives toward the home, there is no mistaking the natural stone will be immediately noticed. The exterior features two types of locally quarried stone: Telluride Stone veneer, a blend of Adobe and Highlands sandstone and 1,900 square feet of Colorado Buff sandstone, the latter of which was used for paving, caps, exterior window surrounds, and sills. The material also makes an appearance in the interior window surrounds, sills, and jambs. 2. Willow Court_Exterior 8.jpg 

The stone veneer and window surrounds were approved during the mock-up process, according to Tim Fenton, project manager with Gallegos. “The owner wanted the stone veneer dry stacked with minimal joints. In order to achieve this look, the masons had to extensively chisel and shape the stone.” 

Shaeffer Hyde Construction and Gallegos constructed a mock-up off-site of one exterior elevation. “This mock-up showed the design intent of the stone veneer and window surrounds and how they tie-in with the other materials on the exterior of the house,” Fenton says. “Through this process, Gallegos was able to make changes to the veneer and window surrounds that resulted in the owner’s final approval of all exterior materials.”

Sourced north of Denver and Lyons, Colorado, the Colorado Buff sandstone presented some issues for the team when fabricating the jambs. This part of the process proved to be one of the more challenging aspects of the stone veneer installation.

“Every jam, every header piece, had to be fabricated in our shop,” Fenton says. “What the shop was finding at the time was that the stone could look fine on the outside and then when we started to cut into it, it just did not hold together. So, there was a lot of time spent trying to find the right material to make these jams and headers for this project.”

The problem, referred to as dries, is a result of encountering a dry layer in the sandstone ledge. This is an area of in the stone formation between sedimentary layers that has not solidified or cemented. It can be granular and can lead to future stone failure if water penetrates the layers and freezes then thaws. “We actually rejected multiple pieces for this project to avoid dries in the stone,” Kris Kortuem, marble shop manager with Gallegos, says. “We sorted through multiple pallets of material and cut in sections to avoid the dries.”
 
In places this could not be avoided, they used an epoxy that would penetrate the stone to help bond the potential dry and close up the opening of the dry to ensure that water would not further penetrate the stone and limit or remove any potential freeze thaw impacts. 

Dean Arneson, the project superintendent for Shaeffer Hyde Construction in Avon, CO, agrees the impressive limestone window surrounds and the exterior stone, in general, were challenging to place. “They required heavy machinery,” he says. “And a lot of the connections were actually welded.”

Despite the challenges, Arneson admits the whole build out process was thrilling to watch because he had never been involved in a project this grand before. “It was a 95% to 5% mix of two different shades of limestone but every stone in the whole house was hand chiseled, every single stone was shaped to fit,” he adds. About 20 stonemasons were on hand to help complete the job over the course of two and a half years and Arneson gives credit to Hank Spaulding, the foreman with Gallegos, for keeping the project on task. 

With Natural Stone Sometimes Nature Throws a Curve Ball
There is an expectation by clients that their natural stone pieces match but as most of us know, natural stone, being a natural product, often has a range in color. That’s always a challenge, according to Jim Bingaman, Aspen regional president responsible for overall operations throughout the Aspen market for Gallegos.

Because they have worked so long and so intimately with local quarries, the Gallegos team has a good sense of how much stone remains in each quarry. Since everything for this project was custom or special ordered, they had to allow enough lead time to procure enough material as part of their production schedule and planning process. 

For example, one of the things that is unique about the stone surrounds on this project is that they crafted them out of cubic material, according to Bingaman. “Large, full-depth material versus what you would typically see in applications like this that might be executed out of a cast stone product or maybe a man-made product; something that's manufactured versus a full cubic material that was handcrafted in the shop,” he adds.

The amount of natural stone used throughout the interior parts of the house has the potential to give the rooms or space an air of coldness. Keeping that in mind, the interior designer made thoughtful decisions on choosing the types of stone and used the stone’s natural hues to their advantage in order to create a warm and inviting atmosphere. 3. WillowCourt_LivingRoom.jpg 

Starting with the entryway, Petit Granit limestone reclaimed from French sidewalks was used for the floors. Also imported and reclaimed from France, according to Arneson, were 200-year-old French fireplace stones originally part of an old church. 

The Petit Granit limestone flooring is carried through other spaces and rooms including the family room, laundry, wine room, great room, dining room, gallery powder room, a ski room, pantry and a mudroom hall. 

340 square feet of Antique Barr Gris limestone, reclaimed from warehouses in Belgium, was used as flooring in the laundry, wine, ski and mudroom spaces and 90 square feet of Astoria Gray marble was additionally chosen for the wine room. 

In the kitchen, Calacatta Lincoln marble was quarried about 60 miles from the residence. 
4. WillowCourt_Kitchen1 and 5. WillowCourt_KitchenPantry 

This quarry site, located in Marble, Colorado, has been extracting marble since the mid-1800s, according to Bingaman. “It’s home of some of the purest white marble in the world. Some of the monuments in Washington, DC, were made of that material. It’s very unique and has become pretty coveted but is only available in the United States in recent years because the quarry had been shut down for a long time.”

[bookmark: _Hlk98923430]Statesboro Vein Cut limestone was used in the master bathroom and closet. Absolute Black Zimbabwe granite was used in one of the powder rooms while 400 square feet of Colonial Silver marble was used in one bathroom and another 400 square feet of Colonial Cream marble was used in another bathroom.  6. WillowCourt_GuestRoom1Bath.jpg


The Undeniable Heft and Beauty of Natural Stone
The team at Gallegos isn’t surprised the homeowner insisted on using such extensive natural stone throughout his home, considering his first home also featured the material.  He knew what to expect. 

“Natural stone has longevity,” Little says. He recognizes the cost to use natural stone versus brick, for example, comes at a premium, but the material is unmatched when it comes to strength and beauty. “It’s durable. It’s not going anywhere.” 7. WillowCourt_Entry.cjpg 

While it’s not going anywhere, it does have major heft in looks and weight. Arneson predicts about 400 tons of stone is featured on the outside of the house and approximately 250 tons on the inside. “We had to use a monster crane because there are three chimneys on the house,” Arneson says. Each of those chimneys features six inches of sandstone. For comparison purposes, he says it’s like three cars are sitting on top of this house. “They weigh as much as a Volkswagen,” he adds. 

Arneson understands that there are a number of reasons why an architect or designer may not always choose natural stone. Perhaps it’s due to budget or the timing doesn’t allow for the attention to fabrication and installation. While this residence included a lot of natural stone, Arneson has noticed some architects or designers mix and match natural stone with other materials such as metal, porcelain, or steel. “So they can still incorporate some of the features and enjoy the benefit of a natural stone without it being as costly,” he adds. 
[bookmark: _Hlk98861558]8. WillowCourt_MasterBedRoom

Little recommends architects and designers consider taking webinars or classes through the Natural Stone Institute if they’d like to learn how to better specify natural stone for their projects if they’re not accustomed to using it. Other options would be to ask representatives at trade shows or showrooms questions about various types of stones and ask them to recommend a type of stone for a particular project. They will become inspired by learning new ways to incorporate natural stone in their projects that doesn’t have to involve covering an entire interior and exterior of a home.

Keeping Everything In Check
Oftentimes, a project has multiple companies involved. One company handles sourcing the stone. Another company handles fabrication and yet another might handle the installation. Coordination becomes much more complicated. While this residence took two and a half years to complete, Gallegos was in a unique position since it does it all, from sourcing the stone, to fabricating and installing it. Being able to handle the project from start to finish helped them to maintain complete control over the process.

Fenton led the project as the project manager and was onsite between two to three days a week, sometimes more. Spaulding served as the full-time foreman and was onsite 100% of the time supervising the installers and coordinating details with the Gallegos team. 

In an area like Aspen where it can be hard to impress your neighbors, it’s gratifying to everyone, from the owner and interior designer to the architect, builder and team at Gallegos, to have created a spectacular and dramatic residence as a nod to stone masonry and built it with the environment in mind.

The Willow Court residence earned a 2021 Pinnacle Award of Excellence from the Natural Stone Institute. “Oftentimes a residence with this much stonework can make you feel like you're sitting inside a mausoleum, but this doesn't do that,” the judges noted. “There's a lot of warmth in this. The stonework was done so well and involves so many complimentary colors and textures that move quite symbiotically through the massive structure. It's easy to look at. A beautiful design too.”

PHOTO CREDITS (NOTE – I used the images provided by Gallegos. Once we decide on which images to choose, I can ask for proper photo credit.):
· From Gallegos Corp: https://stovallstills.smugmug.com/Willow-Court-Aspen-Home/n-5wMdCP/; From Tim Fenton (the project manager): Gallegos paid to have this done with Shaeffer Hyde so we can use them.  If you let me know what pictures I can figure out how to get them to you.
· Dropbox Images from Jane: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4gt2qngtpda6idx/AABgeIp9AhAHb6G-7rppeDv8a?dl=0

CAPTIONS:
1. WillowCourt_Exterior 8: One of the homeowner’s requests was that all veneers and dimensional stone be locally sourced and sustainably quarried. All of the stone quarried from the United States comes from within a 150-200-mile radius. 
2. WillowCourt_Exterior 6: The exterior features two types of stone: Telluride Stone veneer blend of Adobe and Highlands sandstone, and Colorado Buff sandstone. 
3. WillowCourt_LivingRoom: Using so much natural stone might create a stark and cold space. Thoughtful consideration by the interior designer and homeowner and being mindful of the stone’s natural hues creates a warm and inviting atmosphere to each of the interior spaces. 


4. WillowCourt_Kitchen1 
5. and WillowCourt_KitchenPantry:  The Calacatta Lincoln marble used in the kitchen, pantry and family room was quarried in Marble, Colorado, from a quarry about 60 miles from the residence.
6. WillowCourt_GuestRoom1Bath: 400 square feet of Colonial Silver marble was used in one of the guest room’s bathroom. 
7. WillowCourt_Entry.jpg: Architects, designers and homeowners are drawn to natural stone because it is durable and has longevity.

8. WillowCourt_MasterBedroom: Whether it’s the master bedroom, bathroom or one of the guest bathrooms or powder rooms, natural stone makes an impression.


Project Title and location: Willow Court Residence, Aspen, Colorado
Architect:		David Johnston Architects PC, Aspen, CO
Stone Installer:	Gallegos Corporation, Vail, CO (Absolute Black Zimbabwe granite and Astoria Gray marble remnants)
Stone Suppliers:	Arkins Park Stone Company, Loveland, CO (Colorado buff sandstone)
			Colorado Stone Quarries, Inc, Delta, CO (Calacatta Lincoln marble
			Stone Source, Chicago, IL (Colonial Cream marble, Colonial Silver marble, Statesboro Vein Cut limestone)
			Telluride Stone, Denver, CO (Adobe & Highlands sandstone blend)
			Antique European Flooring & Design Elements, Greenwood, SC (Petit granit limestone, Antique Barr Gris limestone)
Construction/Builder: Shaeffer Hyde Construction, Avon, CO



